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et al.: Colleagues Plus Has Launched!

Has Launched!

C

www.colleaguesplus.com

olleagues magazine has given Grand Valley State University College of
Education students, faculty, staff, alumni and associates much to read and think
about, with top-rate articles, themed issues, and award-winning layout.
Now Colleagues has become interactive by taking a giant leap into cyberspace with
the launching of ColleaguesPlus.com, a virtual destination that serves as a news and
opinion hub, a research and policy center, a resource room, and an issues forum for the
educational community.
ColleaguesPlus.com allows users to become members of their online education
community to experience true interactivity with one another. Members can create a profile
and a user name and password to get additional access to the website.

Now for a tour:
News & Opinion

The news and opinion section of the website offers latest
educational news from around the nation and the world, blogs
from professionals in the field, forums for members to voice their
opinions, Ask the Educator for expert advice, and online
Colleagues magazine articles and archives.
We have partnered with bloggers from GVSU’s College of
Education as well as associate organizations to give users their
viewpoints on the latest in subjects such as controversies and
developments in high-stakes reading exams, school counseling
issues, education law, and English Language Learners. Members
may comment on blogs or begin a debate on their own in the
“Forums” section of the website.
Users have access to expert opinions in “Ask the Educator,”
where GVSU faculty and supporting associates will take select
questions from users and answer them on the website.
Colleagues magazine articles will be featured in “Colleagues
Articles”, as well as occasional special articles that are created
solely for the website. Users can also download and view archived
Colleagues issues back to 1997.

Resources

The resources section features tested and approved lessons from
Learning to Give and GVSU students, user-generated lesson plans
through the Lesson-pedia, links to many external resources, and
subject-specific pages such as the Place-Based learning page.
The Learning to Give section offers a link to research and
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standards-based lessons that have been tried and approved in
the field. In addition, the wiki-style Lesson-pedia will allow
users to post and revise any lesson they want, allowing for a
potentially endless cache of lessons for educators to access from
around the world.

Analysis and Policy

This section features research papers, key educational issues,
and public policy to keep interested users and members up-to-date
on their preferred educational topics. While not as in-the-moment
as the news and opinion page, this section goes deeper into
educational topics, providing a rich mixture of thought-provoking
research work, public policy whitepapers, and proposed and
current legislation.
Educational issues are determined by imperative topics, GVSU
College of Education faculty and staff, demand from Member
users, and lively forum discussions. Each educational issue has a
file folder with relevant research and informative texts, giving
educators a one-stop destination for materials for advocating
purposes.
Public policy for the educational issues will also be stored in file
folders, so educators will have access to the latest happenings in
their related fields. This will also track the influence of current
research on public policy.
Log on to www.colleaguesplus.com now and take a tour for
yourself! Become a member and interact with your peers and
colleagues!
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